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iORCHESTRA REACHES  MORE THAN 45,000 PEOPLE ACROSS PLYMOUTH, TORBAY 

AND CORNWALL 
The Philharmonia Orchestra’s free programme of interactive digital music activity has been enjoyed more 

than 45,000 people in 13 weeks of activity, including 10,000 local schoolchildren 

 
“It’s brilliant – brings it all to life. It’s awesome – wow. Fantastic for children. Thank you.”  

Lindsey Jeffrey 

 
“Interactive, informative, a great experience, fascinating – FUN! “ 

Anon visitor 

 

The first year of the Philharmonia Orchestra’s major digital music education project across Plymouth, Torbay and 

Cornwall has been declared a resounding success after reaching more than 45,000 local schoolchildren, community 

groups and adults in its first 13 weeks of activity, almost 200% of its original target.  

 

The project, which has been devised and delivered by consortium of arts and education providers in Plymouth, 

Torbay and Cornwall, led by the Philharmonia Orchestra, brought a pioneering programme of digital music activity 

to sites in all three areas from April to July. The two year programme, called iOrchestra has been funded by Arts 

Council England under its Strategic Touring Programme, and is designed to use the Philharmonia’s expertise in 

interactive digital installations and technologies to ignite enthusiasm and participation in classical music among 

new audiences.  

 

In its first year, iOrchestra focused on three core activities, the largest of which was the Philharmonia’s award-

winning immersive digital “virtual orchestra” installation called RE-RITE, based on Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring and 

sited at central locations in Plymouth, Truro and Torbay. Almost 30,000 people, including more than 3,500 

children in school groups, visited RE-RITE in just six weeks. 

 
“Wow, how fantastic and exciting we found RE-RITE to be. The children really enjoyed their time in the tent - I 

loved watching their faces light up as they walked through. They especially liked conducting in the coat and tails 

whilst seeing themselves on screen. It really did blow us all away.” 

Torbay primary school teacher 

 
“Go if you want to engage in something that is unusual to experience so closely. Don’t think you can’t afford it or 

that it’s just for posh people.”   

Carola Buhse 

 

The other elements of the project were also hugely popular. MusicLab, a new mobile education installation housed 

on a purpose-built trailer, brought interactive digital music activities directly to local communities around the three 

locations, welcoming school groups, community groups and local residents. More than 3,000 schoolchildren and 

more than 6,500 visitors in total explored MusicLab between April and July. 

 

RE-RITE’s two week stay in each location culminated with a free, open-air, live orchestral concert by the 

Philharmonia Orchestra, which was attended by more than 6,500 people, with schools performances taking place 

the following day. And a number of local community projects also took place, inspired by and in partnership with 

iOrchestra, including a dance project with Attik Dance in Plymouth, a literacy project for pre-school children and 



parents with the Library Services in Plymouth and Torbay, and performances by local young musicians on the main 

live concert stage in Truro.  

 

The project continues for a further year, with another 13 weeks of activity planned for April-July 2015, including 

the Philharmonia’s major digital successor installation to RE-RITE, Universe of Sound, based on Holst’s The 

Planets.  

 

The Philharmonia developed this project in close collaboration with a consortium of local arts and education 

partners, who are working together with the Orchestra to deliver the project and to ensure that it becomes a 

genuine catalyst for changing attitudes to orchestral music, reaching the communities for whom it has been 

designed. The consortium includes Plymouth City Council (including Plymouth Youth Music Service), Torbay 

Council, Truro City Council, Torbay Music Education Hub, Cornwall Music Education Hub, and Hall for Cornwall.  

 
The Philharmonia Orchestra’s Managing Director, David Whelton, commented: 

”We are quite simply blown away by the warmth of the reception this project has received across Plymouth, Torbay and 

Cornwall. It has been thrilling and often genuinely moving to see the effect that this immersive, accessible way of 

offering an insight into the world of an orchestra and into the visceral, exciting experience of orchestral music has had 

on the audiences we’ve welcomed to iOrchestra over the last 13 weeks. We are so grateful to all our local partners and 

we can’t wait to continue building on everything we’ve achieved together in Year 1”.  

 

Moragh Brooksbank, Relationship Manager, Music, South West, Arts Council England, said:  

“It’s wonderful that so many people – especially children and young people – have had the opportunity to explore and 

enjoy classical music, many for the first time.  The interactive digital installations have galvanised enthusiasm and 

inspired participation in a way that will leave a lasting legacy in the region and we look forward to welcoming 

iOrchestra back next year.” 

 

The Portfolio Holder and Deputy Leader of Plymouth City Council, Councillor Smith, said: 

“The three different elements of this year’s iOrchestra project were extremely well received by everyone who participated 

in Plymouth, attendance figures were much higher than predicted and feedback was really positive. We have a strong 

commitment to culture here in the city and are always looking for high quality and innovative ways to engage 

communities and extend our provision. Working with the Philharmonia on a project that delivers against all these 

things has been a real privilege for us and we are really looking forward to their return in 2015.”   

      
Cllr Dave Butt, Torbay Council’s Executive Lead for Culture and the Arts and Regional Board Member of Arts 

Council England South West, said:  

“The first year’s residency for iOrchestra in Torbay has been a resounding success.  This innovative digital music 

programme was welcomed by young and old and I have heard nothing but praise for the project.  I look forward to next 

year’s programme which will once again bring an orchestral music feast to our residents, visitors and children and 

young people.” 

 

The Mayor of Truro, Cllr Loic Rich, commented:  

“As if a wall of sound had been deconstructed into a series of sonic megaliths - wandering around RE-RITE I felt I was 

re-imagining Cornwall and its landscape.” 

ENDS 

 

For further information about the project, interviews, biographies and photographs please call  

Alice Walton at the Philharmonia Orchestra on 020 7921 3931 or email alice.walton@philharmonia.co.uk 
 

NOTES FOR EDITORS  

 

Philharmonia Orchestra 

Acknowledged as the UK’s foremost musical pioneer, with an extraordinary recording legacy, the Philharmonia 

Orchestra leads the field for its quality of playing, and for its innovative approach to audience development, 

residencies, music education and the use of new technologies – including digital installations such as the multi-

award-winning RE-RITE, webcasts, podcasts, downloads and computer games – in reaching a global audience. 

Together with its relationships with the world’s most sought-after artists, most importantly its Principal Conductor 

Esa-Pekka Salonen, the Philharmonia is at the heart of British musical life. www.philharmonia.co.uk  



 

Esa-Pekka Salonen 

Composer and conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen has been Principal Conductor and Artistic Advisor of the 

Philharmonia Orchestra since September 2008, continuing a relationship that dates back almost 30 years.  His 

tenure has been dominated by landmark multi-disciplinary festivals, exploring the music of key 20th-century 

composers and musical movements in their widest possible cultural, social and historical context. Salonen’s 

dedication to technology, digital platforms and outreach has been realised through his work with the 

Philharmonia Orchestra on both the digital installations at the heart of i-Orchestra.  www.esapekkasalonen.com  

 
Arts Council England Strategic Touring Fund 

The £45 million Strategic touring programme was launched by Arts Council England in 2011 and aims to provide 

better access to quality art to more people across the country. It is designed to encourage collaboration between 

organisations, so that more people across England experience and are inspired by the arts, particularly in places 

which rely on touring for much of their arts provision. It targets areas of least engagement and increases work for 

and by children and young people, as well as people from diverse backgrounds. 

 
Plymouth Music Education Hub 

Plymouth Music Education Hub came into being as a result of an open application process, which opened 25 

November 2011. Plymouth Youth Music Service led the successful bid to Arts Council England to become the lead 

organisation for the new hub. The hub seeks to ensure that every child aged 5-18 has the opportunity to sing and 

learn a musical instrument, and to perform as part of an ensemble or choir. It allows young people to take their 

talent further - through local ensembles, partnerships with nationally funded music organisations, including 

National portfolio organisations and through involvement in the Music and Dance Scheme. The hub, building on 

the existing music service Plymouth Youth Music Service, is a collection of organisations working in the local area 

to create joined up music education provision for children and young people, both in and out of school. 

 
Cornwall Music Education Hub 

The Cornwall Music Education Hub is a partnership of 40 organisations who work together to promote and support 

music education in Cornwall.  The lead organisation for the Hub is Cornwall Learning which is part of Cornwall 

Council.  The Cornwall Music Education Hub is one of the 123 Hubs funded by the Arts Council nationally.  More 

information about the work of the hub can be found at www.cornwallmusiceducationhub.org  

 

 


